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LAST HUDSON RIVER FISHING ENCAMPMENT
THREATENED WITH DEMOLITION
After more than 100 years, City of Hudson
plans to evict Furgary Boat Club on July 16th

Press and public invited to see the Tin Boat
site and shacks in person this Saturday
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LAST HUDSON RIVER FISHING ENCAMPMENT
THREATENED WITH EVICTION, DEMOLITION

HUDSON, NEW YORK — After more than a century of stewardship, a Hudson River

fishing encampment believed to be the last of its kind is now threatened with eviction
and demolition on July 16th by the City of Hudson, barring any last-minute reprieve.

The Furgary Boat Club is a collection of a dozen shacks and cabins along the North Bay of
Hudson. For generations, members of the Tin Boat Association and their families have
fished, trapped and protected this portion of the River. But now Mayor Bill Hallenbeck
has announced that the members must vacate the area by July 16th, and has vowed to
bulldoze the Furgary's historic, handmade structures.
“For a century and a half, we have been stewards of this part of the Hudson River," said
Joe Gallo, President of the Tin Boat Association. "We have not only worked the river for
shad and other fish, we’ve also managed the habitats and public hunting grounds of the
foreshore, North Bay and Middle Ground Flats. We’ve safeguarded this area for the many
children and pets who are drawn to it. And we've done it for free. If we are gone, the City
is going to have to pay to patrol it 24/7.”
The Club and Association are inviting members
of the press and public to come see the site
themselves from 1-6 pm this Saturday, July 7th.
“Come down and meet the original Swamp
People,” Gallo added with a smile.

“The place holds a special place in my heart,”
says Tiffany Martin Hamilton, whose family have
been “keyholders” of the Furgary for generations.

From childhood, she remembers: “We’d bounce down the pitted dirt road that led to the
boat shack, a tin-covered cabin filled with so many intriguing things. There was a bedroom with a slatted wall, a boat room lined with canoes and hand-carved decoys of various sizes, and a back porch that sat just a few feet above the water’s edge. We’d lug our
summer necessities down the well-beaten path alongside the shack and make our way
out to the boats. Caesar, my grandparents’ giant black and white dog, was always along
for the ride, perched at the very front of the boat with his nose pointed out as if sniffing
each and every smell the river offers. ”

“No one can explain why the City of Hudson is suddenly so eager to get rid of us after
all these years,” added Hamilton, who has approached the local Common Council for
answers without success. “Past mayors have made it clear that the land under the Furgary was of no significance to the City. Now the Furgary is being evicted with little notice after peacefully coexisting with Hudson for more than a century.”
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A petition drive to Save the Furgary is gathering steam locally, gathering over 200 signatures in under two weeks from residents of all walks of life. Signatories range from
longtime residents to more recent arrivals—from hunters and fishermen and laborers to
artists, boaters and retirees.
“The Furgary is part of what makes
Hudson unique,” said Steve Durand,
a musician and producer who bought
a house in Hudson two years ago,
adding: “The cabins are part of the
character and fabric of Hudson. It
would be a crime if more than a century of River heritage were erased for
no apparent reason. Everyone who
sees the site has the same reaction—
the place is one of a kind, because it’s
the last of its kind.”

A last-ditch lawsuit by the Tin Boat
Association to secure its rights to the
site was dismissed last month by a
judge on largely procedural grounds.
Rep. Hamilton Fish visited members of the Furgary Boat
Members of the Association have exClub (and Hudson Power Boat Association) in brighter days
pressed their willingness to work out
a way to accommodate any plans the City might have for the site, and relieve it of any
liability concerns, but Mayor Hallenbeck has reportedly declined thus far to negotiate.

“We proposed a one-year lease under which Association would pay the City a monthly
rent and carry any liability deemed necessary,” noted Hamilton. “During this time, a
plan for the North Bay could be developed that would honor the history and significance of one of the last remaining small fishing villages of its kind in the entire Northeast. We don’t understand why the City won’t come to the table, and wonder what is
really driving its change of heart. An extension would at least allow time for dialogue.”
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For more information or to arrange a visit and interviews, please contact:
JOE GALLO • 518-821-6266 • 1RIPARIAN@GMAIL.COM
TIFFANY MARTIN HAMILTON •310-800-8433 •SAVETHEFURGARY@GMAIL.COM
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High-resolution photographs can be downloaded via this link (Credit: Vincent Bilotta)
W WW .TI N YUR L. C OM /TI N BO AT
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Additional links to photos and the Furgary petition:

WWW .TINYURL.COM/FURGARY1 • WWW .TINYURL.COM/FURGARY2
WWW .IPETITIONS.COM/PETITION/SAVE-THE-FURGARY-BOAT-CLUB

